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Dates for your diary 2018

March 8.00pm TalkQ & A session on KS&SC
Wednesday 2% dahlia propagation CV82PA
April 8.00pm Talkby Mick Poultneyon | KS&SC
Wednesday 18 Compost CV8 2PA
May 2.30pm Plant Sale Wellesbourne
Sunday 18 Village Hall
August 8.00pm Single Bloom showset | KS&SC
Wednesdayl 5" up from 7.00pm CV8 2PA
August 2.00¢ 59" Annual Show Kenilworth
Saturday 28, 5.30pm Staging and judgingsee | School
Sunday 26 9.00¢ schedule CV8 2DA
12.00pm
September National Show Wisley
Tuesday % ¢ Sunday Staging and judgingsee
gh schedule
September National Show Harrogate
Friday 14 ¢ Sunday Staging and judgingsee
16" schedule
September 12.00pm One Day Show KS&SC
Sunday 18 Set up from 9.00am, CV8 2PA
judging 11.00am
October 8.00pm Talk David Hall:;growing | KS&SC
Wednesday 17 at Halls of Heddontbc | CV8 2PA
November 7.00pm for | Annual Dinner Kenilworth
Saturday 10 7.30pm Golf Club
CV8 2EA
December 8.00pm tg2 5 060K | KS&SC
Wednesday 12 new? CV8 2PA
January2019 8.00pm Tuber Sale KS&SC
Wednesday 16 CV8 2PA
February2019 8.00pm AGM KS&SC
Wednesday 20 CV8 2PA

No meetings in June and July.

Front covemphotos:
Top left:
Topright:
bottom:
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Midlands Championshiwvinning entryby Steve Burns
Best exhibit in showg lan Sutherlandn the Styvechale Trophglass
Philip Damp Trophglass won byan Hill
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From the edtor
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YdzOK O02YYSyld 2y (KABannv&day gearli K

There is an article of proposed events to commemorate this
please read and let me know your views.

There are many photos to remind you of the society and individual
achievementsn 2017.

My thanks go to those who have provided artidiesthis edition.
Rd Cheetham
Our web site can be found atvyww.dahliamds.co.uk

t NSAARSY (0 Qa wSLR2 NI

By Ron Guest

I hope by the time you are reading this article spring will be with us, at the time o
writing it, theW. S a i T NiB réging 6uBideahdavé &e waiting for storm
Emma to arrive.!!!

L OFyQl 06StASOS GKIFG GKS iagxstibhgSthisis dued
to you our members and the strong committee who have been willing to support
our activities.

Dahlia growing must be good for the health as we have two members that hav
now reached the ripe old age of Ninety and are still activelplved with the
running of society, Yes, | am talking abdi¢s Jonesand Fred Wilsonwho
celebrated their birthdays in the summer @
last Year. For those of you who came to t
Members show last September you know
presented them with a pair of caldars that
were produced specially to remind them @
the good times that they have had with us,
also put on a buffet and provided a wonderfu

cake that looked like a dahlia. Going on with the theme that dahlia growing is goc
for you we also have two ber memberghat are now nearer 90 than 80.

Going back on the last year it was a good one for the society, we held three shov
with the main one over the August bank holiday weekend again well supported b
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the top showmen in the country. | think we can say it is now becoming a third
National. | know that the hospitality we show exhibitors is one of the reasons we
are able to tempt them back year after year and | must thank all who help with this
importanttask. But on a serious note, if we expect these show men to support us,
we should also be prepared to exhibit at some of the society shows around the
aARflFYyRaZ AF y2G FINIKSNIFTFTASERO® 2 §
exam for the secodhtime in Three years with five of the candidates successfully
0SO2YAYy3a bliAz2yltf WIdzZRISO ¢ KS NB LR NI
other pages of the Midahl, | will just pass comment on the fine exHibit Rob
Cheetham sstaged to win thethree-vase class, the nine blooms of Oakwood
Goldcrest would have won anywhere, well done Rob.

We had two good National shows winning the Herbert Brown Cup at Wisley anc
coming third at the Northern National Show in Harrogate. | am sure we have a ful
report on both shows else were in the Midahl. Once again thanks to all who gave
their time and Bdoms to travel and stage the exhibitvVe must congratulate the
Irish Dahlia Society on the magnificent exhibit to win the Arthur Luck at Harrogate
they staged three giardecorativesthat stood out far and above anything else, a
sport of the new giant Adg
White named Lui White both
| am told are sports of Bryn
Terfel.

Lui White (photo D Bates) Aggie White

We heldonce agairtuber and plant sale- the two-mainfund-raisingevents in our
year, once again they were very successful, | must thank all who donate tubers an
plants and for thge who come to purchase them, | have to say you are very
generous on the purchasing of both the tubers and plants and keeps our Treasure
very happy.Yet again thanks to our ladies that provide the teas at the plant sale.

My fingersare now completely won out and theBeast of the EaSlis raging
outside, can | wish you all a good growing season for 2018 kwdk forward to
seeing you at the shows.



| KI A NGMR&part !
Rob Cheetham.

The society had a very successful year. The show season started wiindlhee
Bloom show. 21 exhibitors staga record 220 vasesStuart Clensy won best in
show. He had sent some s withlan Sutherland(i 2 dzAS Ay LIy
whilst judgingwas taking place, lan entered one in the show, which wiave
Bates assisted byim Williamsjudged the show, thanks Dave.

The Annual show sateve Burnsvin the championship. We had many exhibitors
from all over the UKMel Cookmancame from Hull ad commented on the
welcome he had receivedlan and Liam Ledgecame down from Sunderland to
assist with the NDS Judging exam, but also entered a few exhibits and winning t
Basket class. The novice section was well supported with new metizb&pplely
winning a red card with her waterlilie§.im Williamstook over the show manager
role from Fred Wilson thanks to both for their work. The show was an excellent
team effort and thanks to all who helped.
The Sunday show was well supportgith your truly =88
getting his Oakwood Goldcrest out to win the best
show and Championship. There were some ga
novice entries with Christine Cottingham being
successful. Rather than going to the Cottage
lunchtime, we had organised a buffet lunch as
surprisefor Les Jonesk Fred Wilsonto celebrate
their 90" birthdays. As a gift we presented them bot
GAOK GKSANI 26y WRIE Kt AL

At the National shows we came®ln the
Herbert Brown and '8 at Harrogate. An
excellent reult thanks toPaul Bugdenand
Peter Clubbwho went in the van to stage the
exhibits. Also thanks toTim Williams for
organising the blooms.




Members of the society assisted with blooms and staging of the NDS Malvern shoy
entry, which gained a Gold award.

We had an excellent Tubeale, followed by a successful plant sale in May. Both
require lots of effort and suppoi both tubers and plants to raise finances for our
shows. Thanks to those who provide refreshments which make the events
attractive to visitors.

Tuber sale¢ 40
people attended. |

Plant salealso
well attended

Particular thanks td@im Williamsand Ron Guesftor working as our auctioneeis
quite hard work.

Our first talk was bsraham Robsowho showed us wildlife
in Marton. Graham Macfarlaneame down fronBarrow in

Furness to tell us how he grows his dahlias. In Octadmson
Smithtalked about the nursery where he works, particula
poinsettias he was growing for the winter seasphy the

millions! Dave Batesand Dave Reidtold us aboutnew £
varieties and the Leeds Trials winners.

The annual dinner was held at the golf club, as ysuih Marie-Jane Robertsaas
guest of honour. A good time was had by all, always a nice occasion. Thanks to t
dinner committee for organising this.

Membership of the society is stromgve have 94 members. We still have a vacancy
for Midahl editor,Denise Cheetharhas agreed to be general Secretary.

L LY t221Ay3 F2NBINR (G2 GKA& &Sk NRa -
for growing dahas.




2017Dinner Report
By Rob Cheetham

The dinner wenwery well, the meal was excellent as USUjt. =
trophies were presented and raffle prizes won.
Marie-Jane Robertsvas our guest of Honour this year. Sk -
gave an excellent talk on how she got intésgkin dahlias
f SFRAYy3 G2 GFrl{Ay3a 20SNJ
propagating her own seedlingsShe also gave us a critiquk

at our main show, often using miniature cactus / se@actus
varigties.

There were not as many people attending the dinner t *
year, however we still had visitors from different parts of t
UK.

My thanks to the dinner committe€or organising a very| *
good evening

S < I

It hasbeen suggested that more people may attend the dinner if it is hatlch
lunchtime, rather than the evening. If you would prefer to have a change for nex
year, 2019, then please let a committee member know.

Wi aARfFYRSNR 08 W, 2dzy3d CNI y-
by Frank Newbery

26 RAR L 06S02YS | WaiRfl yRSNRK ¢ KS
Damp and Eddie Durrant who we met regularly on the show circuit around the
country.

They used to go to Plymouth for the then mdigust show. Setting up for the
Society Chamionship, | helped Eddie with blooms etc from time to time. Liz and
Phil also used to break their journey for a coffee at Pensford on the way down t

Plymouth.
When the Midlands show moved to a marquee in the park at Leamington Spa, pf
gave me ascheddl | YR NBI|jdzZANSR | YSYOSNEKALJ

CNIyl1Q 2FFAOALEfE® 0SOFYS QF aARfl yR¢
with so many members.



MidlandsK @S | LINRPdzZR NBLJzil GA2y F2NJ GKSA
WOHESENR §QIAOdzE GdzZNB gAGKAY || {20ASiez ¢
at our Bristol Society was that promises of blooms and help were easily broker
when selfinterest was put before the Society needs.

A surprise one day was to be informed that | was W+ A OS t NBaA RSy
for my interest and help over many years in the affairs of the Society. This
culminated in the past year with the NDS awarding Gold Medals to David Reid an
myself, who are both vicepresidents of the Midlands Societj fairly unique
experience for the Society without doubt.

Frank & David
receiving their
medals from @
NDS Presidentll &
Ron Guest.

When the NDS had to revise the Society stand arrangements at the Malvert
Autumn show, the main help came from Midlands mems&ho have always been
the main supports of this enterprise, and | have always been a proud member o
this team. Today we are fortunate that we have Rob Cheetham organising ant
erecting the stand, and then dismantling it, which means that he has to de¥ot
days to the show stand requirements every year.

There are several fairly regular people in the team with others who can help out at
times, which is a big help, as we only have a limited time available to cartpket
stand before the RHS judges need to evaluate the stand. A lot of the work involve
always welcome help with all these task

Fff GKS YSYOSNHE A&

fitting Oasis in baskets and vases, ready f~~
to ensure that we continue to get FH
G2 SyKIFyOS (KS NBL

the floral arrangements. So, the team wi
é@:‘
awards for the society. My sincere wish g3 2

Malvern Gold Award winning team 2017
WD22R DNRgAY.FratkyR { K2gAy3IQ



Tom McLelland an Appreciation
by Dave Reid
The late Tom McLelland,rative ofPaisley in Scotland, will long be remembered
in the Dahlia world for his work in popularising the Miniature Cactus / €auius
type of dahlia.
Until he took up the challenge to introduce a strain of new varieties, the type wa:
O2y ai RSNBR lass by thd nfaR@yNabeiHibitos. O
To assist him in his hybridisation, he managed to acquire
a good parent variety (seed producer) which | believe w
from a USA origin. His first success in 1885 when he
produced Weston Nugget, aght bronze one, of
exhibition standard. Then in 1998 the dark red West
Pirate, his most successful one on the show bench, wt
is a banker variety for exhibitors. _

. . . Weston Pirate
In2000 it was Weston Spanish Dancer, which has proved ....
mog popular one as a general mufilirpose garden, cut
flower bicolour in red and yellow.
Altogether he raised arountvelve varieties including: =
Weston Flamingo, Weston Kelpie, Westdiss, Weston
stardust, Weston $up and Weston Tea Time. To
adopted the prefix Weston after the aréa south Derby
where he settledvhen he transferred to the Rolls Roya
aircraft division with his employment.
As a result of the number of varieties produced, t
National Dahlia Society introduced a separa Wweston Spanishdncer
championship class for them. Previously they had beer
combined with theSmall Cactus / SemCactus and were
seldom shown.
In recent times the type has become one of the most hig ;
entered at National Shows. sdl, it has inspired severa;
raisers to add to what is now available. Itis a fitting tribug
to the late Tom McLelland that a Miniature Cactulosudi
Aurorawas awarded the &fry Howarth medal as the bes
performing variety in the 2017 NDS Leeds Trials.

A

Josudi Aurora
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Herbert Brown Challenge Success

by Rob Cheetham

l'a CNIYyl bSéolSNEA R initigStteNii¥nddDaklia SHciety

has a long tradition of winning the Herbert Brown Challenge Cwas handed the
first-place card from the very*ttime the society won the cugin 1959. The
Midlands went on to win in 1960 and 1961, and many times since, most recently il
this last year 2017. Thanks to Les Jones for showing me the card, copied below.

EEEEZ\

NATIONAL DAHLIA SOCIETY

Special Affiliated Societies Competition
“Herbert Brown’ Challenge Cup

N
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t S NdwIPam
by Rob Cheetham

Peter Clubbhas been a society member fo
some time now, regularly winning red card
and trophies. More recently he has got int
sports and seedlings. Here are a couple
photos of his new PomporHollywood
Twilight.

Well done Peter.
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Fromthe Archives; Fifty Years Ago
by Dave Reid

In 1968, in celebrating the first 10 years since founding the Midlands Dahlia Socie
membershad much to be proud of when thdyada field day at the National Show
in Wesminster. No fewerthan 4 national championships were secured. Maurice
Woodfield winning the AT Barnes in th2 Giant Decoratives, Les JonethalLarge
Decoratives, Bolkales the Medium Decoratives and Eddie Durr@ntallCactus,
plus a good numberfaed cards in other claes.

The society was never far from criticism, both inside and in the national gardenin
LINE&da Ay RSolGSo I G2LAOILE RSolGS
SYGNARSE FNRBY | O02ftSOGAQBS az2daNOS 6Sd
The annual shovagain attracted exhibitors from across the country, and the
standard was of the best seen outside the national shows. Car parking appeared
be a problem. Visitors including the president of the USA National society, alor
with many others fom the Staés who were impressed by the size, colour and
guality of the blooms in abundance. The dates of the show and the Natdmoay
were altered to accommodate their visit.

The society jumble sale produced a magnificent sum of £40, coats fetching 3s.
(175p).

I YSYOSNDa |jdzSNEY WOly e2dz G4Stf YS ¢
OAyaudSIFIR 2F | Fdz f YdzZ GA LISGIE of22
number of ideas have been put forward for this phenomenon. One given was: 8
excess ofertiliser or high fertility, along with a wet period mid-summer when
nitrogen is being released. Some varieties were prone to the condition, and it on
needs the right conditions to bring into effect. It begs the questionill the
conditions berepeated the following ye& Some vadeties have been found to
revert to double form the following year, others not so. It was advised to get frest
stock and not to take a risk.

State of the Ar{and other topics)
by Dave Reid

Onewould notsaythattheJr 4G A dzYYSNJ aSl az2yQa ¢SI i
wish for, to produce blooms you aspire tim order to get the top awards.

One bonus for growers in recent years has been the lack of late frosts around tt
end of May, and early planting out has becomssl of a hazard, and it prevents the

12



problem of plants needing to be +@otted, congestion in the cold frames and in
ANBSyK2dzaSas 6AGK |ttt GKS SEGNI 61 GS
At the beginning of July there was a very warm spell, followed by rain, and, as
result, | havenever experienced such a rapid growth in the laterals. Then in the
later part of September, the rains came, resulting in heavily laden moisture
atmospheres, which did a lot of damage to blooms. Especially to ones under cove
where there was a lack ofracirculation. It calls into question the positioning of
giants and others in order to get the best circulation around them. It follows that
in future we are likely to get this wet pattern of weather due to rising sea
temperatures. But, despite all thenfavourable weather conditions at times,
guality blooms and exhibits were staged and show entries not greatly affected.

Thebanker show varietieare maintainingtheir popularity, and very few recent
introductions are making aimpact. As | edited the ND&inter Bulletin country-
wide roundup, it was interesting to note that one of the most recent of new
introductionsg the red small decorative h&val Megan, had
a good yeaand was awarded a good number of top award: {
Amongst dhers Ryecroft Helen, the yellow medium se g\;_,:f__', o B
O Olidza Aa Ffaz2 3ISGGAYIcaedl
miniature decorative is being well used, along with Barba ==

Primrose Hall in its first year, a yellow miniature ball, looki
very good. Barbarry Primrose Hall

The minidure cactus/semtactus types have had a boost from the introduction of
the Josudi strain of varieties.osudi Hercules, a very well formed pink dahlia,
produces a mass of needle sharp petal formed blooms and did very well in the 201
Leeds trials. Theatest oneq Josudi Aurora was the best performing variety in the
Leeds trials 2017 and is another tofass addition to this very competitive class.
Available from halls of Heddon for 2018. To see a miniature cactus take the toj
honour in the Leeds trialis a fitting tribute to the late Tom McLelland who began
a programme of introductions in the late 1990, which has transformed this class a
national level.

The small ball class continues to struggle to find a number of new varieties. Th
only one of reent times has been Westerton Follyand Blyton Softer Gleam still
remains the preferred one.

13



It is encouraging to see the popularity of large poms which has attracted sever
new varieties. The size requirements which were ignored for many years an
sometimes described as Dutch Poms is attracting raisers to increase ones availak
Among those being used as Miss Kennedy, Jodie Wilkinson and the immaculat
formed Nulands Josephine (syn, Burlesca), plus a number awaiting release.

Silver Medal award

The NDExecutive Committee is concerned that the NDS Affiliated Silver medal
being misused. It has been reported that it has been awarded to exhibits that dc
y20 ljdzr t ATe F2NJ GKS 46 NRD ¢tKS az20A
to the best exhibit in show, judged under NDS rules. It cannot be given to a
individual vase within a multi vase exhibit. Baskets and bowl classes not judged
NFDS rules also do not qualify.

Compost Danger

A colleague recently went into hospital for a suspedteng cancer operation. The
result was that it turned out to be fungal condition brought on by an infection from
compost!

Judging Query
When a sport of a giant bloom is entered in a sport class it requires a bloom of tt

parent for the judges to compare. Should the comparison bldseif also be
consideredor anyaward in the show?

2018 Releases

Of the new releases in 2018, the sport of Bryn Terfel, A
White- a pale yellow one whose form appears better than t
parent is available from Halls of Heddon. Another sport of Bj .
¢SNFSt o1 a asSSy |G @kodrdm Ra e
of Heddon are dsudi varietiesq¢ Aurora, Neptune and“Sg,
Hercules, which will be a big boost to the miniature cact '
classes. Neptune is a particularly attractivectliour, but  josudi Neptue
tends to bloom near the foliage, so a side bud should be us¢ (photo D Bates)

Midlands 60" Anniversay
la ¢S OStSoNYGS GKS az0AaSéeqQa arEGA
over all those years and it marks a period of achievemettequalled by any other

society throughout the countryfor local or national support of the dahlia. It also
14



covers a period of great change across the horticultural scene. The introduction o
soitless composts, mist propagation, the high standard of bloom formation of
exhibition varieties, and the introduction of new classes at national and local shows
plus thebeginning of using judging rings. Many personalities, who have appearec
both locally and nationally, have gone from the scene, but too numerous to
mention by name.

So, the society carries on, and will continue to dotede a leader in the field, and
one to be respected

Performance Variation
by Dave Reid

It is interesting to note how show varieties perform differently or are preferred
from country to country, under almost similar climatic conditions.

On looking over the 2017 results from 60 USA shovwg;iwecord the top awards
and best in class details, it is very surprising that Kenora Challenger is nc
mentioned. Their preference is for Clearview Eadie and Kenora Jubilee. In sm:
cactus Embrace is a clear leader, along with waterlily Pam Howdeh. NE Q¢
Jomanda is well supported along with Weston Spanish Dancer, Ryecroft Jan, Inlal
Dynasty and Spartacus.

Water
by Les Jones

Water comes in three different formssolid, Liquid, Gas. The chemical symbol for
water HO - 2 parts Hydrogen and 1 part @gen. Solid in the form of ice, liquid in
normal temperatures and steam at higher temperatures (depending upon
Atmospheric pressure). It is the only liquid that expands when frozen. The worlc
would come to an end without water. We humans drink it, seoand wash our
clothes in it. etc.

Our Dahlias only survive through drinking water. It is said that a big tree will use u|
to 200 gallons in 24 hours. A lot of moisture will be lost by evaporation through the
leaves.

The dahlia, after a hot sunny dayilvgag. So, at sundown, go over the foliage with

I gl GSNAYy3a OFry YR Al gAft NBEO2ISNW
water to stay on the foliage.
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Single Bloom Show Report
by Bruce Watson

Our first show of the year was a great succesth a record 220 blooms being
exhibited.

W, Saild Ay { K2Siuert Gehsawits Bis/Poropén. Peter Clubbwas
Y{SO2yR .Sal Ay aK FerfCrigpfnd&rahar Bourgadaint f
did well in the Novice Classes.

Best in Showlan Sutherlandreceives

the whiskey on behalf of StuarRight:
a photo of the winning Pom bloom.

Runner up Best in ShovPeter receives the half bottle. His winning Oakwood
Goldcrest bloom above right.
I‘ 5

While the judging was taking place,r
veryinteresting lecture on staging was
given bylan Sutherlandwho travelled
all the way from Blackburn to talk tc
us.

On the right is the final exhibit stage¢
by lan.
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Single Bloom Show results below:

Class 13t 2nd 3
1. Giant Dec B Caswell P Freeman R Morris
2. Giant Cactus B Caswell B Caswell P Freeman
3. Large Dec R Guest B Caswell B Watson
4. Large Cactus P Clubb P Clubb P Freeman
5. Medium Dec R Guest R Guest D Reid
6. Medium Cactus | M Pattenden P Clubb R Guest
7. Small Dec P Clubb P Fulford C Wragg
8. Small Cactus P Clubb F Wilson R Morris
9. Min Dec M Pattenden A Charlesworth| G Elliott
10. Min Cactus | Sutherland L Jones M-J Roberts
11. Small Ball L Caswell L Caswell R Morris
12. Min Ball R Guest M Pattenden P Fulford
13. Waterlily L Caswell L Caswell G Elliott
14. Collerette L Caswell L Caswell P Clubb
15. Fimbriated L Jones B Watson L Jones
16. Pompon S Clensey R Guest P Clubb
17 Large Pompon | T Cripps T Cripps C Wragg
18 Any other variety| L Jones L Jones -

Novice Class 13t 2nd 3d
Giant or Large G Young G Elliott G Young
Medium - - -

Small C Toll G Young G Young
Min or Pom T Cripps T Cripps C Toll

17




Members Show Report

by Tim Williams

This was a small show compared to previous
years with 104 vases stagedThe highlight
was the 3 vase Championship, attracting 8
entries. The Silver Medalas won byRob
Cheethamfor his championship entryThe
Bronze Medal was won [®eter Clublfor his
vase of miniature Decoratives

Members Showesultsare as below:

Class 1t 2nd 3

1. Championship R Cheetham Linda Caswell | R Guest
2. Giant Dec B Caswell R Guest -
3. Giant Cactus - - -
4. Large Dec B Caswell F Wilson P Stanoch
5. Large Cactus R Guest F Wilson -
6. Medium Dec - - -
7. Medium Cactus | B Carter R Cheetham P Clubb
8. Small Dec P Clubb B Carter -
9. Small Cactus RCheetham P Clubb L Jones
10. Min Dec P Clubb D Boulstridge | S Digweed
11. Min Cactus R Cheetham L Jones L Jones
12. Small Ball B Carter L Caswell -
13. Min Ball D Boulstridge | R Guest P Clubb
14. Waterlily R Guest L Caswell B Carter
15. Collerettes L Caswell L Caswell G Tait
16. Fimbriated - - -
17. Pompon L Jones R Guest P Clubb
18 Large Pompon | T Cripps D Bates S Digweed
19 Any other variety | L Jones D Bates G Young

Novice Class 1t 2nd 3
Giant or Large C Cottingham | P Bugden G Young
Medium C Toll G Tait -
Small C Toll C Cottingham | G Young
Min or Pom CCottingham | C Toll G Young
Any other variety G Tait G Tait G Young
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