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Dates for your diary 2018 
March  
Wednesday 21st  

8.00pm Talk Q & A session on 
dahlia propagation 

KS&SC  
CV8 2PA 

April  
Wednesday 18th 

8.00pm Talk by Mick Poultney on 
Compost 

KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

May  
Sunday 13th 

2.30pm Plant Sale Wellesbourne 
Village Hall 

August  
Wednesday 15th  

8.00pm Single Bloom show, set 
up from 7.00pm 

KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

August  
Saturday 25th,  
Sunday 26th  

2.00 ς 
5.30pm 
9.00 ς 
12.00pm 

59th Annual Show 
Staging and judging ς see 
schedule 

Kenilworth 
School 
CV8 2DA 

September  
Tuesday 4th ς Sunday 
9th  

 National Show 
 Staging and judging ς see 
schedule 

Wisley 

September 
Friday 14th ς Sunday 
16th  

 National Show  
Staging and judging ς see 
schedule 

Harrogate 

September  
Sunday 16th  

12.00pm One Day Show 
Set up from 9.00am, 
 judging 11.00am 

KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

October  
Wednesday 17th  

8.00pm Talk: David Hall: growing 
at Halls of Heddon - tbc 

KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

November  
Saturday 10th  

7.00pm for 
7.30pm 

Annual Dinner Kenilworth 
Golf Club 
CV8 2EA 

December 
Wednesday 12th  

8.00pm ¢ǿƻ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ ς ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
new? 

KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

January 2019 
Wednesday 16th  

8.00pm Tuber Sale KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

February 2019 
Wednesday 20th  

8.00pm AGM KS&SC 
CV8 2PA 

No meetings in June and July. 

Front cover photos: 

Top left:      Midlands Championship winning entry by Steve Burns. 

Top right:    Best exhibit in show ς Ian Sutherland in the Styvechale Trophy class 

bottom:   Philip Damp Trophy class won by Ian Hill.  
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From the editor 
  

I ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƛŘŀƘƭΦ  There is 
ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ слth anniversary year.  
There is an article of proposed events to commemorate this ς 
please read and let me know your views. 

There are many photos to remind you of the society and individual 
achievements in 2017. 

My thanks go to those who have provided articles for this edition.   

   Rob Cheetham 

Our web site can be found at:  www.dahlia-mds.co.uk 
 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
By Ron Guest 
I hope by the time you are reading this article spring will be with us, at the time of 

writing it, the Ψ.Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘΩ is raging outside and we are waiting for storm 

Emma to arrive.!!! 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǎƛȄǘƛŜǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǝƻing strong, this is due 

to you our members and the strong committee who have been willing to support 

our activities. 

Dahlia growing must be good for the health as we have two members that have 

now reached the ripe old age of Ninety and are still actively involved with the 

running of society, Yes, I am talking about Les Jones and Fred Wilson who 

celebrated their birthdays in the summer of 

last Year.  For those of you who came to the 

Members show last September you know we 

presented them with a pair of calendars that 

were produced specially to remind them of 

the good times that they have had with us, we 

also put on a buffet and provided a wonderful 

cake that looked like a dahlia.  Going on with the theme that dahlia growing is good 

for you we also have two other members that are now nearer 90 than 80. 

Going back on the last year it was a good one for the society, we held three shows 

with the main one over the August bank holiday weekend again well supported by 

file:///C:/Midlands/Midahl%202016/www.dahlia-mds.co.uk
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the top showmen in the country.  I think we can say it is now becoming a third 

National.  I know that the hospitality we show exhibitors is one of the reasons we 

are able to tempt them back year after year and I must thank all who help with this 

important task.  But on a serious note, if we expect these show men to support us, 

we should also be prepared to exhibit at some of the society shows around the 

aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŦƛŜƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŀƘƭƛŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ WǳŘƎƛƴƎ 

exam for the second time in Three years with five of the candidates successfully 

ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WǳŘƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ 

other pages of the Midahl, I will just pass comment on the fine exhibit that Rob 

Cheetham staged to win the three-vase class, the nine blooms of Oakwood 

Goldcrest would have won anywhere, well done Rob.  

We had two good National shows winning the Herbert Brown Cup at Wisley and 

coming third at the Northern National Show in Harrogate.  I am sure we have a full 

report on both shows else were in the Midahl.  Once again thanks to all who gave 

their time and Blooms to travel and stage the exhibit.  We must congratulate the 

Irish Dahlia Society on the magnificent exhibit to win the Arthur Luck at Harrogate 

they staged three giant decoratives that stood out far and above anything else, a 

sport of the new giant Aggie 

White named Lui White both, 

I am told, are sports of Bryn 

Terfel. 

 

 

 

We held once again tuber and plant sales - the two-main fund-raising events in our 

year, once again they were very successful, I must thank all who donate tubers and 

plants and for those who come to purchase them, I have to say you are very 

generous on the purchasing of both the tubers and plants and keeps our Treasurer 

very happy.  Yet again thanks to our ladies that provide the teas at the plant sale. 

My fingers are now completely worn out and the ΨBeast of the EastΩ is raging 

outside, can I wish you all a good growing season for 2018 and I look forward to 

seeing you at the shows. 

  

 Lui White (photo D Bates)                    Aggie White 
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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ !GM Report 
Rob Cheetham. 
The society had a very successful year.  The show season started with the Single 
Bloom show.  21 exhibitors staged a record 220 vases.  Stuart Clensey won best in 
show.  He had sent some Poms with Ian Sutherland ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ LŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ǘŀƭƪΣ 
whilst judging was taking place, Ian entered one in the show, which won!  Dave 
Bates, assisted by Tim Williams judged the show, thanks Dave. 
The Annual show saw Steve Burns win the championship.  We had many exhibitors 
from all over the UK, Mel Cookman came from Hull and commented on the 
welcome he had received.  Ian and Liam Ledger came down from Sunderland to 
assist with the NDS Judging exam, but also entered a few exhibits and winning the 
Basket class.  The novice section was well supported with new member Liz Appleby 
winning a red card with her waterlilies.  Tim Williams took over the show manager 
role from Fred Wilson, thanks to both for their work.  The show was an excellent 
team effort and thanks to all who helped. 
The Sunday show was well supported with your truly 
getting his Oakwood Goldcrest out to win the best in 
show and Championship.  There were some good 
novice entries with Christine Cottingham being 
successful.  Rather than going to the Cottage at 
lunchtime, we had organised a buffet lunch as a 
surprise for Les Jones & Fred Wilson to celebrate 
their 90th birthdays.  As a gift we presented them both 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨŘŀƘƭƛŀ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΩΦ 

 

At the National shows we came 1st in the 
Herbert Brown and 3rd at Harrogate.  An 
excellent result thanks to Paul Bugden and 
Peter Clubb who went in the van to stage the 
exhibits.  Also thanks to Tim Williams for 
organising the blooms. 
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Members of the society assisted with blooms and staging of the NDS Malvern show 
entry, which gained a Gold award. 
We had an excellent Tuber sale, followed by a successful plant sale in May.  Both 
require lots of effort and support ς both tubers and plants to raise finances for our 
shows.  Thanks to those who provide refreshments which make the events 
attractive to visitors. 

 
Tuber sale ς 40 
people attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plant sale, also 
well attended. 

 
 
 

 

Particular thanks to Tim Williams and Ron Guest for working as our auctioneers ς 
quite hard work. 
 
Our first talk was by Graham Robson who showed us wildlife 
in Marton.  Graham Macfarlane came down from Barrow in 
Furness to tell us how he grows his dahlias.  In October Jason 
Smith talked about the nursery where he works, particularly 
poinsettias he was growing for the winter season ς by the 
millions!  Dave Bates and Dave Reid told us about new 
varieties and the Leeds Trials winners. 

The annual dinner was held at the golf club, as usual, with Marie-Jane Roberts as 
guest of honour.  A good time was had by all, always a nice occasion.  Thanks to the 
dinner committee for organising this. 

Membership of the society is strong ς we have 94 members.  We still have a vacancy 
for Midahl editor, Denise Cheetham has agreed to be general Secretary. 

L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
for growing dahlias. 
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2017 Dinner Report 
By Rob Cheetham 

The dinner went very well, the meal was excellent as usual, 
trophies were presented and raffle prizes won.   

Marie-Jane Roberts was our guest of Honour this year.  She 
gave an excellent talk on how she got interested in dahlias 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ƻƳ aŎ[ŜƭƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
propagating her own seedlings.  She also gave us a critique 
of basket exhibits ς she often wins the Lilian Hall Rose bowl 
at our main show, often using miniature cactus / semi-cactus 
varieties. 

There were not as many people attending the dinner this 
year, however we still had visitors from different parts of the 
UK. 

My thanks to the dinner committee for organising a very 
good evening. 

 

It has been suggested that more people may attend the dinner if it is held at a 
lunchtime, rather than the evening.  If you would prefer to have a change for next 
year, 2019, then please let a committee member know. 

 

Ψŀ aƛŘƭŀƴŘŜǊΩ ōȅ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ CǊŀƴƪΩ 
by Frank Newbery 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ L ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ΨaƛŘƭŀƴŘŜǊΩΚ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ tƘƛƭƛǇ 

Damp and Eddie Durrant who we met regularly on the show circuit around the 

country. 

They used to go to Plymouth for the then mid-August show.  Setting up for the 

Society Championship, I helped Eddie with blooms etc from time to time.  Liz and 

Phil also used to break their journey for a coffee at Pensford on the way down to 

Plymouth. 

When the Midlands show moved to a marquee in the park at Leamington Spa, phil 

gave me a schedulŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦŜŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ΨȅƻǳƴƎ 

CǊŀƴƪΩ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ωŀ aƛŘƭŀƴŘŜǊΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 

with so many members. 
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Midlands ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ 

ΨǘŜŀƳ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΦ  aȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

at our Bristol Society was that promises of blooms and help were easily broken 

when self-interest was put before the Society needs. 

A surprise one day was to be informed that I was ŀ Ψ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

for my interest and help over many years in the affairs of the Society.  This 

culminated in the past year with the NDS awarding Gold Medals to David Reid and 

myself, who are both vice -presidents of the Midlands Society. A fairly unique 

experience for the Society without doubt.    

 

Frank & David 

receiving their 

medals from 

NDS President 

Ron Guest. 

 

When the NDS had to revise the Society stand arrangements at the Malvern 
Autumn show, the main help came from Midlands members who have always been 
the main supports of this enterprise, and I have always been a proud member of 
this team.  Today we are fortunate that we have Rob Cheetham organising and 
erecting the stand, and then dismantling it, which means that he has to devote 3 
days to the show stand requirements every year. 

There are several fairly regular people in the team with others who can help out at 
times, which is a big help, as we only have a limited time available to complete the 
stand before the RHS judges need to evaluate the stand.  A lot of the work involves 
fitting Oasis in baskets and vases, ready for 
the floral arrangements. So, the team will 
always welcome help with all these tasks 
to ensure that we continue to get RHS 
awards for the society.  My sincere wish to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǎ ΨŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΦ 

 
 
ΨDƻƻŘ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ƘƻǿƛƴƎΩ. Frank.    
 
 

Malvern Gold Award winning team 2017 
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Tom McLelland ς an Appreciation  
by Dave Reid 

The late Tom McLelland, a native of Paisley in Scotland, will long be remembered 

in the Dahlia world for his work in popularising the Miniature Cactus / Semi-Cactus 

type of dahlia. 

Until he took up the challenge to introduce a strain of new varieties, the type was 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ Ψ/ƛƴŘŜǊŜƭƭŀΩ Ŏlass by the majority of exhibitors. 

To assist him in his hybridisation, he managed to acquire 

a good parent variety (seed producer) which I believe was 

from a USA origin.  His first success in 1995 was when he 

produced Weston Nugget, a light bronze one, of 

exhibition standard.  Then in 1998 the dark red Weston 

Pirate, his most successful one on the show bench, which 

is a banker variety for exhibitors.  

In 2000 it was Weston Spanish Dancer, which has proved his 

most popular one as a general multi-purpose garden, cut 

flower bi-colour in red and yellow. 

Altogether he raised around twelve varieties including: 

Weston Flamingo, Weston Kelpie, Weston Miss, Weston 

stardust, Weston Sunup and Weston Tea Time.  Tom 

adopted the prefix Weston after the area in south Derby 

where he settled when he transferred to the Rolls Royce 

aircraft division with his employment. 

As a result of the number of varieties produced, the 

National Dahlia Society introduced a separate 

championship class for them.  Previously they had been 

combined with the Small Cactus / Semi- Cactus and were 

seldom shown. 

In recent times the type has become one of the most highly 

entered at National Shows.  Also, it has inspired several 

raisers to add to what is now available.  It is a fitting tribute 

to the late Tom McLelland that a Miniature Cactus ς Josudi 

Aurora was awarded the Harry Howarth medal as the best 

performing variety in the 2017 NDS Leeds Trials. 

 Weston Spanish Dancer 

 Josudi Aurora 

 Weston Pirate 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiemNrZue7ZAhUkM8AKHZ1GBLMQjRwIBg&url=https://www.rhs.org.uk/Plants/152611/i-Dahlia-i-Weston-Spanish-Dancer-(C)/Details&psig=AOvVaw1sFqTEYURLyVxIqa05x0o0&ust=1521207493035832
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Herbert Brown Challenge Success 
by Rob Cheetham 

!ǎ CǊŀƴƪ bŜǿōŜǊȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ψŀ aƛŘƭŀƴŘŜǊΩ article, the Midlands Dahlia Society 

has a long tradition of winning the Herbert Brown Challenge Cup.  I was handed the 

first-place card from the very 1st time the society won the cup ς in 1959.  The 

Midlands went on to win in 1960 and 1961, and many times since, most recently in 

this last year - 2017.  Thanks to Les Jones for showing me the card, copied below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tŜǘŜǊΩǎ New Pom 
by Rob Cheetham 

 

Peter Clubb has been a society member for 

some time now, regularly winning red cards 

and trophies.  More recently he has got into 

sports and seedlings.  Here are a couple of 

photos of his new Pompon Hollywood 

Twilight. 

Well done Peter. 
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From the Archives ς Fifty Years Ago 
by Dave Reid 

In 1968, in celebrating the first 10 years since founding the Midlands Dahlia Society, 
members had much to be proud of when they had a field day at the National Show 
in Westminster.  No fewer than 4 national championships were secured.  Maurice 
Woodfield winning the AT Barnes in the 12 Giant Decoratives, Les Jones in the Large 
Decoratives, Bob Eales the Medium Decoratives and Eddie Durrant Small Cactus, 
plus a good number of red cards in other classes. 

The society was never far from criticism, both inside and in the national gardening 
ǇǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ  ! ǘƻǇƛŎŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǿŀǎΥ Ψƛǎ ƛǘ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƘŜ b5{ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ όŜΦƎΦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎύ ƛƴ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΚΩ 

The annual show again attracted exhibitors from across the country, and the 
standard was of the best seen outside the national shows.  Car parking appeared to 
be a problem.  Visitors including the president of the USA National society, along 
with many others from the States, who were impressed by the size, colour and 
quality of the blooms in abundance.  The dates of the show and the National Show 
were altered to accommodate their visit.   

The society jumble sale produced a magnificent sum of £40, coats fetching 3s. 6d 
(17.5p). 

! ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǉǳŜǊȅΥ ΨŎŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōƭƻƻƳǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ 
όƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ Ƴǳƭǘƛ ǇŜǘŀƭ ōƭƻƻƳύΚΩ  !ƴǎǿŜǊΥ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
number of ideas have been put forward for this phenomenon.  One given was: an 
excess of fertiliser or high fertility, along with a wet period in mid-summer, when 
nitrogen is being released.  Some varieties were prone to the condition, and it only 
needs the right conditions to bring into effect.  It begs the question ς will the 
conditions be repeated the following year?  Some varieties have been found to 
revert to double form the following year, others not so.  It was advised to get fresh 
stock and not to take a risk. 

State of the Art (and other topics) 
by Dave Reid 

One would not say that the Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

wish for, to produce blooms you aspire to, in order to get the top awards. 

One bonus for growers in recent years has been the lack of late frosts around the 

end of May, and early planting out has become less of a hazard, and it prevents the 
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problem of plants needing to be re-potted, congestion in the cold frames and in 

ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΧΦ 

At the beginning of July there was a very warm spell, followed by rain, and, as a 

result, I have never experienced such a rapid growth in the laterals.  Then in the 

later part of September, the rains came, resulting in heavily laden moisture 

atmospheres, which did a lot of damage to blooms.  Especially to ones under cover, 

where there was a lack of air circulation.  It calls into question the positioning of 

giants and others in order to get the best circulation around them.  It follows that 

in future we are likely to get this wet pattern of weather due to rising sea 

temperatures.  But, despite all the unfavourable weather conditions at times, 

quality blooms and exhibits were staged and show entries not greatly affected. 

The banker show varieties are maintaining their popularity, and very few recent 

introductions are making an impact.  As I edited the NDS Winter Bulletin country-

wide roundup, it was interesting to note that one of the most recent of new 

introductions ς the red small decorative, Sheval Megan, had 

a good year and was awarded a good number of top awards.  

Amongst others Ryecroft Helen, the yellow medium semi-

ŎŀŎǘǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ  .ŀǊōŀǊǊȅ 5Ω!ƳƻǳǊ ς a red 

miniature decorative is being well used, along with Barbarry 

Primrose Hall in its first year, a yellow miniature ball, looking 

very good.   

The miniature cactus/semi-cactus types have had a boost from the introduction of 

the Josudi strain of varieties.  Josudi Hercules, a very well formed pink dahlia, 

produces a mass of needle sharp petal formed blooms and did very well in the 2016 

Leeds trials.  The latest one ς Josudi Aurora was the best performing variety in the 

Leeds trials 2017 and is another top-class addition to this very competitive class.  

Available from halls of Heddon for 2018.  To see a miniature cactus take the top 

honour in the Leeds trials is a fitting tribute to the late Tom McLelland who began 

a programme of introductions in the late 1990, which has transformed this class at 

national level. 

The small ball class continues to struggle to find a number of new varieties.  The 

only one of recent times has been Westerton Folly and Blyton Softer Gleam still 

remains the preferred one. 

Barbarry Primrose Hall 



14 

It is encouraging to see the popularity of large poms which has attracted several 

new varieties.  The size requirements which were ignored for many years and 

sometimes described as Dutch Poms is attracting raisers to increase ones available.  

Among those being used as Miss Kennedy, Jodie Wilkinson and the immaculately 

formed Nulands Josephine (syn, Burlesca), plus a number awaiting release. 

Silver Medal award 

The NDS Executive Committee is concerned that the NDS Affiliated Silver medal is 

being mis-used.  It has been reported that it has been awarded to exhibits that do 

ƴƻǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

to the best exhibit in show, judged under NDS rules.  It cannot be given to an 

individual vase within a multi vase exhibit.  Baskets and bowl classes not judged to 

NFDS rules also do not qualify. 

Compost Danger 

A colleague recently went into hospital for a suspected lung cancer operation.  The 

result was that it turned out to be fungal condition brought on by an infection from 

compost! 

Judging Query 

When a sport of a giant bloom is entered in a sport class it requires a bloom of the 

parent for the judges to compare.  Should the comparison bloom itself also be 

considered for any award in the show? 

2018 Releases 

Of the new releases in 2018, the sport of Bryn Terfel, Aggie 

White- a pale yellow one whose form appears better than the 

parent is available from Halls of Heddon.  Another sport of Bryn 

¢ŜǊŦŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IŀǊǊƻƎŀǘŜ ǎƘƻǿΦ  Also from Halls 

of Heddon are Josudi varieties ς Aurora, Neptune and 

Hercules, which will be a big boost to the miniature cactus 

classes.  Neptune is a particularly attractive bi-colour, but 

tends to bloom near the foliage, so a side bud should be used. 

Midlands 60th Anniversary 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǎƛȄǘƛŜǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ōŀŎƪ 

over all those years and it marks a period of achievement, not equalled by any other 

society throughout the country, for local or national support of the dahlia.  It also 

Josudi Neptune 

(photo D Bates) 
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covers a period of great change across the horticultural scene.  The introduction of 

soil-less composts, mist propagation, the high standard of bloom formation of 

exhibition varieties, and the introduction of new classes at national and local shows, 

plus the beginning of using judging rings.  Many personalities, who have appeared 

both locally and nationally, have gone from the scene, but too numerous to 

mention by name. 

So, the society carries on, and will continue to do so, to be a leader in the field, and 

one to be respected 

Performance Variation 
by Dave Reid 

It is interesting to note how show varieties perform differently or are preferred 

from country to country, under almost similar climatic conditions. 

On looking over the 2017 results from 60 USA shows, which record the top awards 

and best in class details, it is very surprising that Kenora Challenger is not 

mentioned.  Their preference is for Clearview Eadie and Kenora Jubilee.  In small 

cactus Embrace is a clear leader, along with waterlily Pam Howden.  aŀǊȅΩǎ 

Jomanda is well supported along with Weston Spanish Dancer, Ryecroft Jan, Inland 

Dynasty and Spartacus. 

Water 
by Les Jones 

Water comes in three different forms ς solid, Liquid, Gas.  The chemical symbol for 
water H2O - 2 parts Hydrogen and 1 part Oxygen.  Solid in the form of ice, liquid in 
normal temperatures and steam at higher temperatures (depending upon 
Atmospheric pressure).  It is the only liquid that expands when frozen.  The world 
would come to an end without water.  We humans drink it, shower and wash our 
clothes in it. etc. 
Our Dahlias only survive through drinking water.  It is said that a big tree will use up 
to 200 gallons in 24 hours.  A lot of moisture will be lost by evaporation through the 
leaves. 
The dahlia, after a hot sunny day, will sag.  So, at sundown, go over the foliage with 
ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊΦ  ! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ΨŦŀƛǊȅ ƭƛǉǳƛŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 
water to stay on the foliage. 
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Single Bloom Show Report 
by Bruce Watson 

Our first show of the year was a great success with a record 220 blooms being 

exhibited. 

Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {ƘƻǿΩ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴ ōȅ Stuart Clensey with his Pompon.  Peter Clubb was 

Ψ{ŜŎƻƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǿΩ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŀŎǘǳǎΦ  Terry Cripps and Graham Young again 

did well in the Novice Classes. 

Best in Show: Ian Sutherland receives 

the whiskey on behalf of Stuart.  Right: 

a photo of the winning Pom bloom. 

 

 

 

 

Runner up Best in Show: Peter receives the half bottle.  His winning Oakwood 

Goldcrest bloom above right. 

While the judging was taking place, a 

very interesting lecture on staging was 

given by Ian Sutherland, who travelled 

all the way from Blackburn to talk to 

us.   

On the right is the final exhibit staged 

by Ian. 
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Single Bloom Show results below: 

Class 1st 2nd 3rd 

1. Giant Dec B Caswell P Freeman R Morris 

2. Giant Cactus B Caswell B Caswell P Freeman 

3. Large Dec R Guest B Caswell B Watson 

4. Large Cactus P Clubb P Clubb P Freeman 

5. Medium Dec R Guest R Guest D Reid 

6. Medium Cactus M Pattenden P Clubb R Guest 

7. Small Dec P Clubb P Fulford C Wragg 

8. Small Cactus P Clubb F Wilson R Morris 

9. Min Dec M Pattenden A Charlesworth G Elliott 

10. Min Cactus I Sutherland L Jones M-J Roberts 

11. Small Ball L Caswell L Caswell R Morris 

12. Min Ball R Guest M Pattenden P Fulford 

13. Waterlily L Caswell L Caswell G Elliott 

14. Collerette L Caswell L Caswell P Clubb 

15. Fimbriated L Jones B Watson L Jones 

16. Pompon S Clensey R Guest P Clubb 

17 Large Pompon T Cripps T Cripps C Wragg 

18 Any other variety L Jones L Jones - 

    

Novice: Class 1st 2nd 3rd 

Giant or Large G Young G Elliott G Young 

Medium - - - 

Small C Toll G Young G Young 

Min or Pom T Cripps T Cripps C Toll 
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Members Show Report 
by Tim Williams  
This was a small show compared to previous 
years with 104 vases staged.  The highlight 
was the 3 vase Championship, attracting 8 
entries.  The Silver Medal was won by Rob 
Cheetham for his championship entry. The 
Bronze Medal was won by Peter Clubb for his 
vase of miniature Decoratives. 
   
Members Show results are as below: 

Class 1st 2nd 3rd 

1. Championship R Cheetham Linda Caswell R Guest 

2. Giant Dec B Caswell R Guest - 

3. Giant Cactus - - - 

4. Large Dec B Caswell F Wilson P Stanoch 

5. Large Cactus R Guest F Wilson - 

6. Medium Dec - - - 

7. Medium Cactus B Carter R Cheetham P Clubb 

8. Small Dec P Clubb B Carter - 

9. Small Cactus R Cheetham P Clubb L Jones 

10. Min Dec P Clubb D Boulstridge S Digweed 

11. Min Cactus R Cheetham L Jones L Jones 

12. Small Ball B Carter L Caswell - 

13. Min Ball D Boulstridge R Guest P Clubb 

14. Waterlily R Guest L Caswell B Carter 

15. Collerettes L Caswell L Caswell G Tait 

16. Fimbriated - - - 

17. Pompon L Jones R Guest P Clubb 

18 Large Pompon T Cripps D Bates S Digweed 

19 Any other variety L Jones D Bates G Young 

Novice: Class 1st 2nd 3rd 

Giant or Large C Cottingham P Bugden G Young 

Medium C Toll G Tait - 

Small C Toll C Cottingham G Young 

Min or Pom C Cottingham C Toll G Young 

Any other variety G Tait G Tait G Young 

 










































